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When adult salmon swim upstream to spawn
in the fall, the female chooses a site in a
stream with a gravel bed and plenty of flowing,
fresh water. With her body, she digs a shallow
depression called a redd, like a nest in the gravel.

Salmon eggs are very sensitive--only one in
10 surives to hatch. In the first days, even
a slight disturbance of the streambed can be
fatal Changes in water level or temperature
can kill many eggs; they are also very sensi-
tive to pollution in the water. The eggs need 
pure, clean water, with little silt and a small 
amount of oxygen dissolved in the water.

Salmon begin to develop inside the egg.      
Because they are cold-blooded, the water  
temperature controls the rate at which the 
salmon develop. The ideal temperature for 
salmon eggs is from 5 to 9°C. The eggs will die 
above 20°C or below freezing. Eggs develop 
more slowly at lower temperatures. 

Depending on the species and size, each female
lays from 2,000 to 6,000 round, pinky-orange
eggs, about 6 to 9 mm in diameter. Instead
of a hard shell like a chicken, each egg has a
soft, transparent wall. This wall, or membrane
offers little protection against predators or other
disturbances, so after the male fertilizes them the
female covers the eggs with gravel. Birds, bears
and raccoons eat the eggs if they can find them,
and flooding, pollution and disease also destroy
the eggs.
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